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From its beginning, the District Sample 
Curriculum Project has had a singular focus: to 

build the capacity of teachers to use their content 
expertise and passion for student learning to 

create samples that support teaching to student 
mastery of the Colorado Academic Standards. 
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http://www.ed.gov/edblogs/progress/2014/04/colorado-teachers-leading-new-standards-adoption/
http://www.cde.state.co.us/standardsandinstruction/instructionalunitsamples


Office of Standards and 
Instructional Support 

3 

Rationale/origins 
 From its beginnings, the field of educators across the state has been 
the force behind this project. This will continue to be the case as the project 
and its outcomes are: 

 Driven by the field 
 Generated by the field 
 Relevant to the field 

 As the next step in standards support for the state, the project is 
oriented around three fundamental goals:  

 Facilitating successful implementation of the CAS 
 Helping build the capacity of Colorado educators to create curriculum 

materials based on the standards 
 Bringing together Colorado’s educators to create a variety of samples 

that reflect the diversity of our school districts  
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Project phases and major outcomes 

Phase One (Completed-Fall 2012): 

 Colorado educators work together in grade level and content area teams to engage in process 
of translating Colorado Academic Standards into curriculum samples 

 Educators create unit overview samples based on the CAS for all subjects and grades 

 Standards and Instructional Support team produces Process Guide for creating unit overviews 

Phase Two (Completed-Spring 2013): 

 Standards and Instructional Support team conducts area workshops across the state to build 
capacity around the process and products associated with the Project 

 Hundreds of Colorado educators participate and begin process of adapting/modifying existing 
samples and/or creating their own unit overviews 

Phase Three (Completed-Fall 2013-Winter 2014): 

 Colorado educators create full instructional units for all subjects and grades based on select 
unit overviews created during Phase One 
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 What does the overview “do” and what does it 
leave to be done? 

 Possible sequences for standards 
(course/year) for districts to use in curriculum 
work-as they see fit 

 Foundation for next phase of the DSCP 
 

Curriculum Overviews
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“Unit Tour” 
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 From the generalizations listed on page 3 of the unit, select 
the one you believe is the “key” generalization. A key 
generalization is the one your team believes is broad enough 
to describe the unit and develop into a performance 
assessment 

 The “key” generalization will be the one your group uses to 
develop a Performance assessment 

 The two sections you will create will be the: 

 Stimulus Material – “You and your peers will”…. 

 Product Evidence – “Students will”… 
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In partnership with the Colorado PTA, family and community guides 
to the Colorado Academic Standards for grades k-12 (in English and 
Spanish) have been created to help families and communities across 
Colorado better understand the goals and outcomes of the Colorado 
Academic Standards. - See more at:   

They also provide overviews of the learning expectations for each of 
the ten content areas of the standards and offer examples of 
educational experiences that students may engage in, and that families 
could support, during the school year. - See more at: 

 

http://www.cde.state.co.us/standardsandinstruction/guidestostandards 

 

Family Guides to the 
 Colorado Academic Standards 

http://www.cde.state.co.us/standardsandinstruction/guidestok5standards
https://webmail.cde.state.co.us/owa/redir.aspx?SURL=zXxZE01Wybo8J1WwROAomY-59kY07de12J7IRz2WV3XRZVOM6QnSCGgAdAB0AHAAOgAvAC8AdwB3AHcALgBjAGQAZQAuAHMAdABhAHQAZQAuAGMAbwAuAHUAcwAvAHMAdABhAG4AZABhAHIAZABzAGEAbgBkAGkAbgBzAHQAcgB1AGMAdABpAG8AbgAvAGcAdQBpAGQAZQBzAHQAbwBzAHQAYQBuAGQAYQByAGQAcwA.&URL=http://www.cde.state.co.us/standardsandinstruction/guidestostandards
http://www.cde.state.co.us/standardsandinstruction/guidestok5standards


Office of Standards 

and Instructional Support 

 

19 



Office of Standards 

and Instructional Support 

 

20 



Office of Standards and 
Instructional Support 

21 

Phase IV of the District Sample Curriculum 
Project 

Cross District work is currently underway: 
 

As districts are writing the remaining high school and 
7th grade Comp Health units 

 

This work should be completed during this summer 
2015 
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Student Learning Objectives Project 

 

2015 – 2017 

 

The District Sample Curriculum Project will combine 
with Assessments and Educator Effectiveness to guide 

districts with the development of SLOs. 
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 District Sample Curriculum Project (DSCP) 

http://www.cde.state.co.us/standardsandinstruction/samplecurricu
lumproject  

 Resources 

 All instructional unit samples & Process Guides 

http://www.cde.state.co.us/standardsandinstruction/instruction
alunitsamples  
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720-498-2059 
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