Unique Large Group Games

Dealing with the challenges that come with large class sizes by
introducing games and sports from around the world
that are easy to learn and that offer large amounts of
opportunities for students to respond.
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Tchoukball

Invented in Europe 20 years ago.
Designed as a “teamwork scoring” game.
Tchoukball is the only game, the creators say,

where two players must touch the ball to score
a goal. You’ll see what I mean.

The goal is created by setting a folding table
on its side and leaning it against the wall or
a stand to form flat surface at a 45 degree
angle. :

Played with six inch playground ball.

The ball is moved by dribbling, and passing.
The ball may not be carried more than three
steps.

To score a goal, the ball 1s thrown off of the
-goal and rebounded to-a teammate who must
safely catch the ball before it bounces again.
A shot on goal may be blocked or stolen before
it is caught by the second player.

No contact is allowed between players.

To start the game, and after a score, players
are spread out on their half of the court.
From mid-court, one team passes the ball
sideways or backwards between two players.
Once the ball is touched by the second player
the game begins.

Game 1s started after a violation or foul with
a restart at the spot of the violation or
foul. The ball is passed into play, as the

opposite team stands six feet away.
Rauschenbach 08




Irish Gaelic Football

- The game is played on a field around 120 yards long by 80 wide

- Each team has 15 players including a goalkeeper

- The goals consist of a soccer goal with a rugby/football post above it.

- When in possession only 4 steps are allowed with ball in your hands.

- After every four steps a bounce or a toe tap is required when soloing the ball down the
field.

- The ball cannot be bounced twice consecutively unless it has not been caught.

- When touch tackling a player 1 foot must remain on the ground at all times.

- A definitive “striking action” is required when passing with the hands either a fist or
palm pass.

- Fouls and a free kick from the ground or from hands is called for when...

o Overcarry (2 bounces/more than 4 steps)

Throwing the ball

Tackling with two hands

Pushing/kicking

No definitive pass is made with the fist or palm

Lying on the ball or picking it up off the ground with knees or hands

Jersey tugging

o Contacting a player from behind or when player does not have ball.

- A penalty is awarded if a foul occurs in the small rectangle and is taken from the center
point on the 13m line from the ground. Only the goalkeeper may stand in front of the
ball

0 0O 0 0 0 O

Scoring

- 3 points are awarded for a goal scored in the soccer goal

- 1 point is awarded for a goal scored between the rugby goals

- For a goal to stand, the ball can ONLY be kicked or fisted in

- Balls CANNOT be carried or dribbled over the line

- Play restarts from the 13m with the goalkeeper if a goal is scored or the shot has went
wide.
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retired judge in Connecticut was looking for a sport

that all members of his large family could enjoy

playing together. “Hockey was too rough,” he says.

“Basketball didn’t suit the shorter players. Soccer dragged
on with too many delays.”

- So he invented a sport of his own. “I named it Hocker,”

. ~apmy22Ys John H. Norton, of Fairfield. “It combings the excite-
" "“meit of many field sports. Best of all, everyone can play.

Hocker is:vigorous withont'Hginig viclent.”

The object of the game is to score goals with a ball, much
as in basketball or football. To move the ball downfield, you
may dribble, punch, slap, kick, or head it. You may curry,
or juggle, the ball, but you may not hold it. Tackling and

body blocking are not allowed. There are two types of play:

formal and informal. Each type has its own kind of goal-

posts and its own ways of scoring.
Hocker is catching on in places far from Fairfield. In
Riverdale, Georgia, Danny Echevarria, 14, plays Hocker at

~=-school with his friends: *It’s a great game;” he says:-“The —

action never stops!”
You’ll find out more about the rules of Hocker for both
formal and informal play on the next page.

CORRECT

One of the ways you may move the
ball downfield is by currying, or jug-
gling, it. To curry, always keep your
palms facing upward, and parallel to
the playing field.

JQUARING OFF. Danny Echevarria, left, and Kevin
Campbell, both 14, battle for the ball as a Hocker
game begins at their school in Riverdale, Georgia.

HAVING A BALL, John H. Norton referees a Hocker
match at his home in Fairfield, Connecticut. Norton
invented Hocker because he wanted a sport his entire
family could play together. Norton has 7 sons and 7
daughters. They range in age from 12 to 35.

e

5 0

¥ HOCKER TEAM on a formal field has nine players,

positioned as shown here. A judge, or referee,.
calls penalties. If a player commits a foul such
as pushing, an opposing player gets a free shot
ai the goal. Some Hocker rules are flexible.
“Actually,” says Norton, "any number
can play on any size field.”

INCORRECT

Currving with the palms facing each
otheris called holding. This is a foul,
and it will give the opposing team
pussession of the ball.

19




FORMAL SCORING WITH

HOW tO Score OFFICIAL HOCKER GOALPOSTS

In many sports, each goal counts the same number of
points. In Hocker, the number of points depends on
how you make the goal. To score, you may kick,
: NN punch, slap, or head the ball. It may go under, over, or
P between the goalpost crossbars. You may not throw

r Feetmay Headmay Hands may
beused  beused be used

the ball to make a goal. You may score from the front INFORMAL SCORING
I - or from the back of the goalposts. WITH STANDARD
. FIELD GOAL POSTS

The drawings at right show the different goalposts
that can be used in Hocker, and the value of different
kinds of goals. To score one, four, or five points, you
must use your feet. To score a three-point goal, you
may use your feet, your hands, or your head.

A setis over when ateam chalks up seven points. To N

- win.a.match,.a team.must.win two out.of three sets;.....| Juoe. .. 181t . @
three out of five sets, or five out of seven sets. L] J

176,
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SWAT BALL

Basic Information

Advantages of this game

- A large number of students can play

- High activity time

- High & low skilled students can participate

- Aids in the development of striking skills (can focus on volleyball skills)
- GREAT CV exercise

What do you need for this game?
-Supermarket ball

-Pinnies

-Gymnasium

-Crossbar marker & goalie box marker

Rules of the Game

-Can only use open hand (front or back) (no fists)

-No dribbling (only air dribbles)

-Cannot possess or catch the ball

-Class is split into two teams

-One group from each team acts as the defenders/goalies. (The goal is the entire gym
wall.)

-The other group is the offense and their job is to score goals.

-When a goal is scored, the offense and defense must switch roles without a break in the
action — all students must move into their new positions quickly.

-Safety — can be a very rough game, so you MUST set very specific with rules

Skills
-Air dribble
-Types of Passing
-Short passes (move down the court)
-Medium passes (give & go)
-Long passes (clear & quick change of field)
-Shooting
-Goalkeeping (kick saves are OK)

Invented by Daniel Swartz, Ph.D. — Southern Connecticut State University — swartzd1 @southernct.edu
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